
	
  
	
  

Minutes	
  
Hogback	
  Preservation	
  Commission	
  

Marlboro,	
  Vermont	
  
	
  
The	
  March	
  11,	
  2013	
  Regular	
  Meeting	
  of	
  the	
  Hogback	
  Preservation	
  Commission	
  was	
  
called	
  to	
  order	
  at	
  5:07	
  p.m.	
  at	
  the	
  Marlboro	
  Town	
  Office	
  by	
  Hal	
  Himmelstein,	
  Chair.	
  
	
  
Members	
  Present:	
  Bob	
  Engel,	
  Hal	
  Himmelstein,	
  Lauren	
  MacArthur,	
  Ed	
  Metcalfe,	
  Jim	
  
Tober	
  
	
  
Members	
  Absent:	
  Christine	
  Colella,	
  Mike	
  Purcell	
  
	
  
Also	
  Attending:	
  	
  Staley	
  McDermet,	
  President,	
  HMCA	
  
	
  
There	
  being	
  no	
  additions	
  or	
  corrections,	
  the	
  Minutes	
  of	
  the	
  January	
  14,	
  2013	
  
meeting	
  were	
  approved	
  as	
  distributed.	
  
	
  
Election	
  of	
  Officers:	
  	
  Hal	
  Himmelstein	
  and	
  Bob	
  Engel	
  were	
  elected	
  Chair	
  and	
  Vice-­‐
Chair,	
  respectively.	
  	
  The	
  Commission	
  agreed	
  that	
  the	
  duties	
  of	
  the	
  recording	
  
secretary	
  would	
  continue	
  to	
  be	
  shared	
  among	
  the	
  other	
  members,	
  in	
  rotation.	
  
	
  
Officer,	
  Committee	
  and	
  Liaison	
  Reports	
  
	
  
Chair’s	
  Report:	
  	
  The	
  Chair	
  reported	
  that	
  he	
  had	
  fielded	
  a	
  request	
  for	
  information	
  on	
  
the	
  Conserving	
  Habitat	
  Variety	
  Program	
  from	
  a	
  reporter	
  representing	
  The	
  Commons.	
  
	
  
Conservation	
  Commission	
  Report:	
  No	
  report.	
  
	
  
Planning	
  Commission	
  Report:	
  	
  The	
  Commission	
  is	
  continuing	
  its	
  work	
  on	
  
revisions	
  to	
  the	
  Marlboro	
  zoning	
  regulations.	
  
	
  
Southern	
  Vermont	
  Natural	
  History	
  Museum	
  Report:	
  	
  Ed	
  Metcalf	
  reported	
  on	
  the	
  
likelihood	
  that	
  the	
  museum	
  would	
  house	
  two	
  eagles	
  (one	
  adult	
  and	
  one	
  juvenile)	
  
rather	
  than	
  one	
  in	
  its	
  new	
  facility.	
  The	
  federal	
  response	
  to	
  the	
  permit	
  requests	
  
should	
  be	
  received	
  within	
  60	
  days.	
  	
  The	
  new	
  viewing	
  area	
  looks	
  down	
  on	
  the	
  site	
  of	
  
the	
  Bishop	
  homestead.	
  	
  Ed	
  indicated	
  that	
  the	
  museum	
  was	
  considering	
  what	
  
information	
  to	
  offer	
  visitors	
  about	
  the	
  site	
  and	
  whether	
  visitors	
  might	
  then	
  want	
  to	
  
gain	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  site.	
  	
  	
  This	
  led	
  to	
  a	
  Commission	
  discussion	
  on	
  the	
  integrity	
  of	
  the	
  
site,	
  whether	
  there	
  might	
  ever	
  be	
  a	
  professional	
  archeological	
  project	
  based	
  there,	
  
and	
  whether	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  encourage	
  or	
  discourage	
  informal	
  visitation.	
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Old	
  Business	
  
	
  
Revised	
  Signage	
  Guidelines:	
  No	
  report.	
  
	
  
Conserving	
  Habitat	
  Variety	
  Project:	
  Staley	
  McDermet	
  reported	
  that	
  HMCA	
  had	
  
developed	
  a	
  tentative	
  work	
  plan	
  and	
  time-­‐line	
  for	
  the	
  project,	
  as	
  follows:	
  
	
  

-­‐-­‐early	
  May:	
  open	
  meeting	
  to	
  explain	
  project/walk	
  area/solicit	
  comment;	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
form	
  a	
  work-­‐committee	
  to	
  begin	
  to	
  mark	
  out	
  first	
  stage	
  cut	
  for	
  first	
  area;	
  	
  
-­‐-­‐mid-­‐July	
  work	
  day	
  to	
  uproot	
  invasives;	
  	
  
-­‐-­‐early	
  August	
  educational	
  hike	
  for	
  general	
  public;	
  	
  
-­‐-­‐mid-­‐August,	
  Labor	
  Day,	
  mid-­‐September,	
  Columbus	
  Day,	
  late	
  October,	
  
Thanksgiving	
  weekend	
  work	
  days.	
  
	
  	
  
Discussion	
  ensued	
  on	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  discretion	
  in	
  choosing	
  what	
  to	
  keep/cut,	
  
the	
  goals	
  of	
  the	
  program,	
  etc.	
  

	
  
New	
  Business	
  
	
  
	
  The	
  Commission	
  discussed	
  the	
  HMCA	
  request	
  for	
  $275	
  from	
  the	
  HPC	
  2013	
  budget	
  
funds	
  for	
  the	
  purchase	
  of	
  table	
  space	
  at	
  the	
  Strolling	
  of	
  the	
  Heifers	
  event	
  in	
  June.	
  	
  
HMCA proposes $100 be transferred from "Trail Construction, Maintenance, 
and Signage," $100 from "Interpretive Signage," and $75 from the "Conserving Habitat 
Variety Project." HMCA will provide display materials, hand-out materials, and will staff 
the table. The	
  request	
  was	
  approved	
  as	
  presented	
  to	
  Commission.	
  
 
Lauren	
  MacArthur	
  shared	
  with	
  the	
  Commission	
  the	
  Facebook	
  page	
  she	
  created	
  for	
  
the	
  Conservation	
  Area,	
  and	
  she	
  patiently	
  explained	
  its	
  features	
  to	
  those	
  
commissioners	
  not	
  conversant	
  with	
  social	
  media.	
  	
  The	
  Commission	
  expressed	
  its	
  
appreciation	
  to	
  Lauren.	
  

	
  
The	
  meeting	
  was	
  adjourned	
  at	
  6:30p.m.	
  
	
  
Respectfully	
  Submitted,	
  
	
  
Jim	
  Tober	
  
secretary	
  pro	
  tempore	
  


