
Draft Minutes: Meeting of the Marlboro Planning Commission, August 29, 2017 

In attendance: Matt Tell, Staley McDermet, Patti Smith, Edie Mas.                                                           
Public: Ashley Bies, Donald Sherefkin                           
Also present, Mary Sargent, Zoning Administrator. 

Chair Matt Tell called the meeting to order at 7:30  

Minutes: The minutes from the last meeting were approved unanimously as written.   

Communications:  

1. Edie repeated what she had said at the Public Hearing, that she had received an email  from John 
Booker-Campbell, ANR, which says Section 380, Flood and Fluvial regulations,  meets all the 
requirements for NFIP compliance and are sufficient to receive the highest ERAF reimbursement 
rate. No further action needed. 

2. Request from Fair Committee concerning whether PC wants to have a place at the community 
tent. General consensus that it would be a good idea to show maps, ask for comments, inform 
where people can get information, and mention process to approve new zoning (i.e. Select Board, 
then town vote). Matt will get back to Carol Hendrickson about decision.  

Discussion on recent Public Hearing on draft Zoning Bylaws 

PC members shared their impressions about the meeting. Ashley repeated the point he had voiced at the 
hearing, that the Conservation Commission was concerned that the wording that was changed in Section 
355, “Consultation with Environmental  Consultant”, caused a blurring of the process the DRB needed to 
follow in receiving an environmental review of a proposed new building in the Wildlife Habitat Area. He 
suggested that it should be required that the Conservation Commission should always need to be 
consulted, leaving the Fish and Wildlife Dept consult voluntary if someone wanted another opinion. Some 
PC members said they did not feel the wording made it less clear what was needed for the review. In 
general, there seemed to be a consensus that there were no other concerns that came up at the hearing 
that made another revision necessary. 

Matt brought up the issue he had raised in an email to the PC, that the DRB had asked the PC to look at 
establishing and defining a setback waiver the town could use where a variance could not be granted 
because the project did not comply with the setback requirements (this had come up in a recent DRB 
hearing). He feels there are a number of non-conforming houses in Marlboro where this could come up in 
the future. This could not be discussed in time for the hearing that was just held. Decision was made to 
not hold up the ByLaw process further but to pass this concern on to the Select Board, as part of their 
review, and if they agreed it needed to be looked at, the PC would take the time to see if it could craft 
language that could safely introduce a setback waiver process in the ByLaws.  

After more discussion, Staley made a motion to move that the June 25th draft of the ByLaw Regulations be 
sent to the Select Board for consideration. Seconded and unanimously approved. Staley will notify Marcia 
of this decision and have the PC put on the agenda for the next Select Board meeting, which will be  
Thursday Sept 14th. Edie urged as many PC member attend as possible and be ready to answer questions.  

Recruiting new PC members 

Matt asked  Don (who had also attended the Public Hearing) if he was interested in joining the Planning 
Commission, then revised it to ask him to consider it and get back to him, so if it was affirmative Matt 
could forward his name to the Select Board. Don said he would do so.  

Meeting adjourned 6:00. Next meeting: September 12th, 5 pm, Town Offices. Bennett will not be able to 
come.  

Respectfully submitted, Edie Mas 


