
Marlboro CC Minutes for Nov 5 2012 
 
Those Attending ; George Leoniak , Adam Gebb, Dante Corsano, Mike Purcell and 
Sally White 
 
We spent the entire meeting discussing specific habitat niches in town and looking 
at what the state of Vermont recommends for undeveloped buffers around or near 
them. All of the information to follow is directly out of the book Conserving 
Vermont’s Natural Heritage, A Guide to Community Based Planning for the 
Conservation of Vermont’s Fish, Wildlife and Biological Diversity. 
 
The proposed Standard in the Rural Residential Overlay District is  “ In the event 
that a distinct habitat that supports one or more species is located on a proposed 
building site, a buffer that is adequate to protect that habitat from the impacts of 
development and associated activities may be required as a condition of approval” 
 
The  intent is not to stop development, but to make sure that the habitat needs of 
wildlife are considered when development is proposed. 
 
Wetlands… 
Wildlife functions associated with wetlands in Vermont are some of the most 
diverse and sensitive. Vermont’s wetlands support a myriad of waterfowl, wading 
birds, wetland-dependent furbearers, black bears, moose, amphibians, pitcher 
plants – the list goes on and on. These species all rely, in whole or in part, on 
wetland ecosystems for their survival. 
An undeveloped buffer (e.g. 300 feet) may be needed to adequately ensure that 
habitat functions will be maintained, and will facilitate wildlife movement. 
 
Streams and Rivers… 
We value riparian areas for the preservation of the life that depends on them, 
including human life. These ecosystems protect our water quality for drinking and 
recreation, protect our investments from flood and ice flow damage, and provide for 
our recreation, education, spiritual well being, and sense of place. Conserving these 
ecosystems allows them to carry out their many functions, which include: 
Protecting water quality and aquatic habitats; providing habitats for terrestrial wildlife, 

including travel and dispersal corridors, supporting significant natural communities; 

 

A 330- foot buffer will protect nearly all the functions we value in riparian habitat, including 

high-quality cover for many wildlife species.  Turtle habitat is also described as being areas 

within 300 feet of aquatic environments. 

 

Note- Because Marlboro includes entire headwaters, we have a unique opportunity to 

maintain them in their pristine condition. 

 



Vernal Pools… 
Vernal or temporary pools are best known as important breeding habitat for 
amphibians including four types of salamanders; mole, blue spotted, Jefferson and 
eastern four-toad as well as wood frogs. 
Other species use vernal pools as well, such as fairy shrimp, fingernail clams, snails, 
eastern newts, green frogs, American toads, spring peepers, as well as a diversity of 
aquatic insects. Fairy shrimp are thought to be restricted to these temporary pools. 
The amphibians and invertebrates found in vernal pools constitute a rich source of 
food for various species of birds, mammals, and reptiles that may be attracted to the 
pools. Wood ducks, mallards, black ducks, and great blue herons are occasionally 
known to feed at these pools. Despite their small size and temporary nature, vernal 
pools are highly productive ecosystems. 
600-Foot Zone – This zone represents the majority of the important terrestrial 
habitat needed by these species during most of the year. 
 
Deer Wintering Areas… 
Deer wintering areas vary in size from a few acres to over 100 acres and provide 
essential relief from winter conditions. If appropriate habitat conditions are 
maintained the same location can be used for many decades. 
It is recommended that deer wintering areas be protected from development and 
other uses that threaten the ability of this habitat to support wintering deer. 
Commercial, residential, and industrial development should not occur within deer 
wintering areas. Development may be permitted adjacent to a deer wintering area if 
consultation with the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department determines that the 
integrity of the wintering area will be conserved. 
Our interpretation is that if development is proposed within a 300-foot buffer a 
review by state biologists should be requested by the town. Ideally development 
would be avoided in the buffer area. 
 
Mast Stands… 
Beech stands representing necessary black bear habitat are defined as those stands 
that exhibit bear scarring made within the past 10 years and include at least 15 to 
25 scarred beech trees within a stand. Oak stands serving as necessary black bear 
habitat are those areas that exhibit bear scarring and include at least 15 to 25 oak 
trees within a stand. Simply put, these stands of beech and oak used by black bear 
are absolutely essential for the survival and reproduction of this species in Vermont! 
Work with the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department to determine a suitable buffer 
width around each known mast stand. In general, these buffers should be at least 
one-quarter mile and may be as wide as one-half mile, depending on the size and 
quality of the stand, as well as the characteristics of the surrounding landscape. 
 
We are currently aware of 4 mast stands in town. Two are already conserved and 
two are in very remote locations. 
 
 
 



Summary of Recommended Buffers (Buffers would be forested) 
 
Rivers, Streams, Lakes, Ponds and Wetlands 300ft 
Deer Wintering Areas    300ft and a state biologist review 
Mast Stands      1320 ft and a state biologist review 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
Adam Gebb 
 
 
 
 


