
Emergency Protective Actions 

During an emergency, officials may recommend that you and your family take an emergency protective 

action. This could include evacuating your home or business, sheltering-in-place, or some other action. 

Through the Emergency Alert System (EAS), which utilizes commercial radio, television, and cable 

systems, emergency management officials broadcast instructions and information about the emergency. 

The NOAA weather alert radio, which receives weather information broadcast by the National Weather 

Service, can also receive EAS messages. These radios are available from the Emergency Management 

Director (free for people who live or work in Marlboro). 

 

How to Evacuate 
 

When conditions threaten life or safety, public safety officials may order an evacuation. If you 

need to evacuate your home or business follow these guidelines: 

 Gather all persons in the house and leave together, taking your disaster supply kit with you. 

 DO NOT try to pick up children at their schools. They will be taken to a designated reception center or 

shelter outside the area where you may pick them up. 

 Household members outside the area may be advised not to return during an evacuation. They will 

be directed to the reception center or shelter where they can join you. 

 Listen to an emergency alert radio or television station for information and instructions. Listen 

carefully to the Emergency Alert System for information about evacuation routes and follow those 

instructions. Local officials may alter the routes to expedite evacuations. Unless it is an emergency, 

DO NOT call your local fire or police department for information. Emergency workers will need their 

telephone lines available for emergency use. 

 Wear protective clothing and sturdy shoes. 

 Close and lock windows and doors. 

 Check with neighbors to see if they need assistance or transportation. 

 If you have livestock, unless otherwise instructed, shelter them with a three day supply of feed and 

water. 

 Obey all traffic control officials along your route. 

If you have time... 

 Turn off lights, unnecessary appliances, water, and gas connections. 

 Make arrangements for pets as they may not be allowed in shelters. 

 Notify a friend or family member, who is out of the area, where you are going and when you plan to 

leave. 

 

How to Shelter-In-Place 
 

When conditions threaten life or safety, public safety officials may order you to shelter-in-place. 

This means you should immediately go indoors. If a shelter-in-place message is given for your 

community, you should do the following: 

 Go indoors and close all doors and windows. Turn off all window fans, air conditioners, clothes 

dryers, kitchen and bath exhaust fans, and other sources of outside air. 

 Keep pets indoors. If you have livestock, shelter them too. Use stored feed and water from a covered 

source. 

 If you are traveling in a motor vehicle, close the windows and air vents and turn off the heater or air 

conditioners. 

 If sheltering-in-place is ordered during school hours, children will be sheltered in the school building 

and cared for by school personnel. 


