
HMCA Minutes of the June 25, 2014 meeting held at Anderson’s home in Marlboro, 
Vermont. 

Meeting called to order at 6:15 p.m. 

Present:  Directors - Bob Anderson, Nancy Anderson, Staley McDermet, Mike Purcell, 
Patti Smith, Diana Todd; and Members -Tim Hayes and Hal Himmelstein. 

Absent:  Carol Berner, Mike Clough. 

SALTMAN OVERLOOK. Discussed mechanics of installing the memorial placque for 
Saltman Overlook. Mike Purcell will look into getting a small generator, we’ll 
recheck the site for access, then we’ll set a work date.   

We’ll also circulate information on the $428 cost of the Saltman placque to the 
HMCA board past and present, and to the HPC board to solicit contributions. 

INTERPRETATIVE SIGNS. Agreed to develop interpretative signs explaining the 
history of the lifts and the Hogback ski area itself.  We’ll need to work on the details, 
decide on the final scope, and find better prices for photos and signs.  Diana and Hal 
will work on this.   

KIOSKS. Hal will continue to work with Mike Clough on kiosks we’d like near the 
wetlands and the headland of the Green River, and Diana will get the GPS 
coordinates needed to place the kiosks, signs and other improvements on a map.   
Bob and Diana will develop a photo file of all the directional signs.   

TRAILS. We now have a heavy-duty weed whipper with a blade to use for trail 
maintenance.  Mike Purcell has marked three wet areas on the north side needing 
maintenance with red and white checked flags- all are welcome to move flat rocks to 
these locations for the future repairs.  Also, we need to measure the length of the 
bridge needed to cross the creek bed on the Douglas trail. 

 Before deciding on the final leg of the proposed trail on the old service road, Mike 
Purcell will work this summer on locating the boundary with the neighboring 
property (Ed Metcalfe) to ensure keeping the trail within our own boundaries.  The 
trail will need to be carefully laid out around the wet area, a possible wetland. In the 
fall, we’ll identify the relocations at the Metcalf boundary and at the wet spot. 

Diana reported that Steve Hagenbuch of Audubon Vermont, who originally 
recommended moving the up and down trail on the Meadow Run trail out of the ESH 
area, discussed it with her this spring at a Coverts training seminar and said that a 
relatively lightly used trail is compatible with a bird-friendly ESH patch and that moving it 

wasn't critical from his perspective. Thus we tabled the idea of changing the straight 
up and down trail on the Meadow Run; it is steep enough to discourage heavy traffic 
and should not suffer in any light traffic.   

SENSITIVE AREAS.  We need to locate and document these areas for management 
purposes, but no decision was taken on whether or not to publicize some of these 



areas.  More discussion on this matter is needed, perhaps in conjunction with a 
meeting with HPC. 

 

Patti suggested we need to do a mast survey to identify feeding areas of animals, and 
Tim felt that might be a good project for his students.  They will work on it together 
with the educational committee. 

MARLBORO FAIR. We decided not to have a booth at the Marlboro Fair this year 
since this is an off year for the Early Successional Habitat Project 

BISHOP FARM. We decided to hold a meeting in the fall at the Bishop site to 
determine what if any protective measures need be taken.  Hal has contacts that 
could assist us on the archeological aspects, and someone with a metal detector who 
searches for historical artifacts that is interested in helping us.  Diana was not in 
favor of using metal detectors, and recommended that, if the consensus is to 
proceed with that venture, we limit our efforts to determining whether or not there 
is a lot of buried metal and that any items identified by left in the ground, 
undisturbed.  Any digging, if we agree to it, should be done by a professional who 
would document the information appropriately.  

Staley will assess the old first aid workers’ warming hut to determine the best way 
to repair the roof sufficient to prevent further damage. 

The meeting concluded at 8:23 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Anderson  
Secretary 

 

 


